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                                            Meetings/events feedback form

	Date of meeting:  1 March 2011
Title of meeting:  Staffordshire County Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Audience:  Staffordshire County Councillors and Scrutiny Officers. The meeting is open to the public and full minutes are published on the County Council web site.
LINk representative(s) attending: Dave Bassett
LINk representative completing feedback form: Dave Bassett


	Rationale (Why are we attending the meeting event).  Note – if you are delivering a message/presenting re: what the LINk is about, this needs to complement the standard presentation.  If not provide details of message given.
I attend as a co-opted non-voting member of the committee representing the Link.  I am able to participate in debate, raise issues of concern and ask questions.  I am also there to ensure that there is clear communication between Link and the Committee, ensuring collaboration where appropriate and the avoidance of duplication of work.


	What were the main issues to come out of the meeting/event from the LINk perspective? (List between 1 and 6 bullet points would be helpful).
1. Transforming Community Services Update: 

Steve Allen the project lead for transforming community services attended to give an update on progress on the development of the new Staffordshire and Stoke Partnership Trust. Stuart Poyner has now been appointed CEO designate and Dr Nigel Radcliff has been appointed Chair designate.  Further executive and non executive appointments will be made during March and the Trust should come into being formally from 1rst July 2011.

Regular updates will be given to the committee.
2. Mental Health Day Services in S Staffs:

SSMHFT and the JCU attended to discuss the current engagement exercise going on around proposals to close mental health day units in S Staffs.  Link has already submitted comments in relation to this and the issues raised by County Councillors were similar.  Concern was expressed over the short time period for feedback to the PCT on the proposals and the fact that there was no representative of the PCT, who commission or decommission these services, at the meeting.  An additional scrutiny meeting is to be called with the PCT to discuss concerns further.  This was arranged for 24th March.
3. Joint Report on Podiatry(Chiropody) from NHS North Staffs and NHS Stoke-on-Trent:

Linda Riley from NHS N Staffs presented this comprehensive report on a proposed respecification of Podiatry services in the North of the County developed initially from feedback from patients. Following an external review by nationally recognised experts in podiatry services and further local consultation with patients and clinicians a totally revised service specification has been produced based an acknowledged best practice.  The full document is available on NHS N Staffs web site.
This service has a caseload at the moment across N Staffs and Stoke of 40k patients.  There are no clear up to date criteria for access to and discharge from the service.  This has been addressed in the review and has led to 10k patients being called in for review to ascertain whether they will meet the criteria for the service in future.

This piece of work has been undertaken extremely thoroughly and was fully supported by the committee who commended the approach to SSPCT also.

	Action Points/How can the LINk help?  (Bullet points re: what, if any, requests for LINk help were received and from who plus who needs to follow up?)
· Link to note contents of the report for information.

	


